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Director’s Notes
in The Michael Chekhov Handbook for the Actor, Lenard Petit summarizes

the legendary acting teacher’s view on how actors contribute to
storytelling:

“As actors we are never alone, we are part of something which is greater
than we are...Everything works as one and...points towards the unity of
the entire composition.”

Chekhov could easily have been referring to the overarching theme of
stephen Sondheim and James Lapine’s Into the Woods. Through the
universal language of fairytales, the authors remind us that though it may
seem we journey through life on distinct paths, our individual choices and
wishes have collective consequences. It’s an apt lesson for a world that
seems increasingly bent on denigrating and dismissing people who look,
act or think “differently.” It might not be in the form of a wolf, witch or
giant but disaster may lie ahead for us all unless we learn to embrace our
differences and work together.

As the Baker’s Wife tells her husband (and us) in Act One: “The spell is on
OUR house. We must lift the spell together.”

Fortunately, the exceptional Sondheim and Lapine have wrapped their
nugget of a warning in a sweet, funny and quite moving confection, so
enjoy the artistry of these enormously talented young theater makers as
they work as one to bring to life the glorious composition of Into the
Woods.

-Judith Moreland
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